
 

 - 1 -

DIN EN 16956:2017-12 (E) 
 
 
Cosmetics - Analytical methods - HPLC/UV method for the identificatio n and assay 
of hydroquinone, ethers of hydroquinone and corticosteroids in skin whitening 
cosmetic products 
 
 

Contents            Page 
 
 
European foreword  .......................................................................................................................................... 3 
 
Introduction  ...................................................................................................................................................... 4 
 
1 Scope  ............................................................................................................................................... 5 
 
2 Principle  .......................................................................................................................................... 5 
 
3 Reagents  ......................................................................................................................................... 5 
 
4 Apparatus and equipment  ............................................................................................................. 8 
 
5 Procedure  ........................................................................................................................................ 9 
5.1 Sample preparation  ........................................................................................................................ 9 
5.2 Liquid chromatography measurement conditions  ..................................................................... 9 
5.3 Detection  ....................................................................................................................................... 10 
 
6 Evaluation  ..................................................................................................................................... 10 
6.1 Identification  ................................................................................................................................. 10 
6.2 Quantitative determination  .......................................................................................................... 10 
6.3 Result expression  ........................................................................................................................ 11 
 
7 Test report  ..................................................................................................................................... 11 
 
Annex A (informative) Example of chromatograms obtained  .................................................................. 12 
 
Annex B (informative) Validation Data for the quantitative method hydroquinone and its three 

ethers  ............................................................................................................................................. 13 
 
Annex C (informative) Validation data for the quantitative method for the 4 most frequently found 

corticosteroids  ............................................................................................................................. 18 
 
Annex D (normative) Screening methods for the identification of hydroquinone, 3 ethers of 

hydroquinone and 38 corticosteroids  ........................................................................................ 24 
 
Bibliography  ................................................................................................................................................... 37 
 


		2026-04-30T01:38:14+0000
	DIN Deutsches Institut fuer Normung e. V.
	Dokument ist zertifiziert




