
 
 - 1 - 

ISO 17620:2025-10 (E) 
 
 
Biodiversity - Process for designing and implementing biodiversity net gain in 
development projects 
 
 
Contents            Page 
 
 
Foreword  .......................................................................................................................................................... v 
 
Introduction  ..................................................................................................................................................... vi 
 
1 Scope  ............................................................................................................................................... 1 
 
2 Normative references ..................................................................................................................... 1 
 
3  1 
 
4 Abbreviated terms  .......................................................................................................................... 4 
 
5 Requirements for all stages of the BNG process  ....................................................................... 5 
5.1 BNG requirements  .......................................................................................................................... 5 
5.2 Measuring change  .......................................................................................................................... 6 
 
6 Preparation  ..................................................................................................................................... 7 
6.1 General  ............................................................................................................................................ 7 
6.2 Recording a commitment to achieving BNG  ............................................................................... 7 
6.3 Assessing the feasibility of achieving BNG  ................................................................................ 8 
6.4 Informing decisions on project option appraisal  ...................................................................... 10 
 
7 Environmental assessment and design  ..................................................................................... 11 
7.1 General  .......................................................................................................................................... 11 
7.2 Environmental assessment  ......................................................................................................... 11 
7.2.1 Establishing the project's biodiversity baseline  ....................................................................... 11 
7.2.2 Assessing impacts and applying the mitigation hierarchy  ..................................................... 12 
7.2.3 Reporting the environmental impact assessment  .................................................................... 13 
7.3 Designing BNG  ............................................................................................................................. 13 
7.3.1 General  .......................................................................................................................................... 13 
7.3.2 Setting and documenting measurable BNG targets  ................................................................. 13 
7.3.3 Applying the principle of like-for-like or better  ......................................................................... 14 
7.3.4 Informing the project design  ....................................................................................................... 15 
7.3.5 Consulting interested parties and stakeholders  ....................................................................... 15 
7.3.6 BNG options  ................................................................................................................................. 16 
7.3.7 Avoiding then reducing the time lag between losses and net gains  ...................................... 16 
7.3.8 Avoiding then reducing the distance between losses and net gains  ..................................... 17 
7.3.9 Additionality  .................................................................................................................................. 17 
7.3.10 Making a long-term contribution towards conservation priorities  ......................................... 17 
7.3.11 Prioritizing achievement of the project's BNG targets  ............................................................. 18 
7.3.12 Assessing feasibility of delivering BNG  .................................................................................... 18 
7.3.13 Finalizing BNG design outputs  ................................................................................................... 18 
7.3.14 Management and monitoring plan  .............................................................................................. 19 
7.3.15 Handover from design to implementation  ................................................................................. 20 
7.3.16 Design changes  ............................................................................................................................ 20 
 
8 Implementation  ............................................................................................................................. 20 
8.1 General  .......................................................................................................................................... 20 
8.2 Site set up  ..................................................................................................................................... 20 
8.3 Protecting existing biodiversity features ................................................................................... 21 
8.4 Importance of time of year  .......................................................................................................... 21 

 Terms  and  definitions  ....................................................................................................................



 
 - 2 - 

8.5 Recording during implementation works  ................................................................................. 21 
8.6 BNG agreement  ............................................................................................................................ 21 
8.7 Handover from implementation to management  ...................................................................... 22 
 
9 Management, monitoring and reporting  ................................................................................... 22 
9.1 Implementation of the MMP  ........................................................................................................ 22 
9.2 Monitoring  .................................................................................................................................... 23 
9.3 Record management  ................................................................................................................... 23 
9.4 Reporting  ...................................................................................................................................... 23 
9.5 Handover  ...................................................................................................................................... 24 
 
10 Auditing  .................................................................................................................................................... 24 
 
Annex A (informative) Elements for consideration at different stages of the process  ......................... 25 
 
Annex B (informative) Irreplaceable biodiversity features  ....................................................................... 27 
 
Annex C (informative) Examples of BNG design measures  .................................................................... 28 
 
Annex D (normative) BBOP Principles on Biodiversity Offsets  .............................................................. 30 
 
Bibliography  .................................................................................................................................................. 31 
 


		2026-04-29T23:49:31+0000
	DIN Deutsches Institut fuer Normung e. V.
	Dokument ist zertifiziert




