
 
 - 1 - 

ISO 23611-1:2026-06 (E) 
 
 
Soil quality - Sampling of soil invertebrates - Part 1: Hand-sorting and extraction of 
earthworms 
 
 
Contents            Page 
 
 

Foreword ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................iv
Introduction .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................v
1 Scope ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 1
2 Normative references ................................................................................................................................................................................................. 1
3	 Terms	and	definitions ................................................................................................................................................................................................ 1
4 Principle .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2
5 Reagents .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2
6 Apparatus ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 3
7 Procedure ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 3

7.1 Sampling of the earthworms...................................................................................................................................................................3
7.1.1 General .....................................................................................................................................................................................................3
7.1.2 Hand-sorting .......................................................................................................................................................................................4
7.1.3 AITC extraction ................................................................................................................................................................................5

7.2 Preservation ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................6
7.3 Determination of biomass .........................................................................................................................................................................7
7.4 Preparation of a composite sample for community DNA metabarcoding ......................................................7

8 Data assessment ............................................................................................................................................................................................................... 8
9 Test report .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 8
Annex A (informative)  Other methods for sampling ..................................................................................................................................... 9
Annex B (informative)		Species	identification	in	earthworms ......................................................................................................... 10
Annex C (normative)  Determination of maximum water-holding capacity ......................................................................11
Bibliography .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................12


		2026-07-29T04:32:55+0000
	DIN Deutsches Institut fuer Normung e. V.
	Dokument ist zertifiziert




