
 

 - 1 -

DIN EN 12579:2014-02 (E) 
 
 
Soil improvers and growing media - Sampling 
 
 

Contents            Page 
 
 
Foreword  .......................................................................................................................................................... 3 
 
Introduction  ...................................................................................................................................................... 4 
 
1 Scope  ............................................................................................................................................... 5 
 
2 Normative references ..................................................................................................................... 5 
 
3 Terms and definitions  .................................................................................................................... 5 
 
4 Requirements  ................................................................................................................................. 6 
4.1 General  ............................................................................................................................................ 6 
4.2 Microbiological testing  .................................................................................................................. 6 
4.3 Moisture content  ............................................................................................................................ 6 
 
5 Apparatus  ........................................................................................................................................ 7 
 
6 Procedure  ........................................................................................................................................ 7 
6.1 General  ............................................................................................................................................ 7 
6.2 Location and time of sampling  ..................................................................................................... 8 
6.3 Sampling constraints  ..................................................................................................................... 9 
6.3.1 Limitations on the sample portion  ............................................................................................... 9 
6.3.2 Number of final samples ................................................................................................................ 9 
6.4 Sampling  ......................................................................................................................................... 9 
6.4.1 Number of sampling points  ........................................................................................................... 9 
6.4.2 Distribution of sampling points  .................................................................................................... 9 
6.4.3 Volume of samples  ....................................................................................................................... 10 
6.4.4 Incremental samples  .................................................................................................................... 10 
6.5 Final sample  .................................................................................................................................. 11 
 
7 Packing and labelling of the final samples  ................................................................................ 11 
7.1 General  .......................................................................................................................................... 11 
7.2 Labelling  ........................................................................................................................................ 11 
 
8 Sampling report  ............................................................................................................................ 12 
 
9 Dispatch of samples  .................................................................................................................... 12 
 
Annex A (informative) Final sample size required  ..................................................................................... 13 
 
Bibliography  ................................................................................................................................................... 14 
 


		2026-06-27T16:19:31+0000
	DIN Deutsches Institut fuer Normung e. V.
	Dokument ist zertifiziert




