
 
 - 1 - 

DIN EN 15999-1:2025-10 (E) 
 
 
Conservation of cultural heritage - Guidelines for design of showcases for exhibition 
and preservation of objects - Part 1: General requirements 
 
 
Contents            Page 
 
 
European foreword  .......................................................................................................................................... 4 
 
Introduction  ...................................................................................................................................................... 5 
 
1 Scope  ............................................................................................................................................... 6 
 
2 Normative references ..................................................................................................................... 6 
 
3 Terms and definitions  .................................................................................................................... 6 
 
4 Principles and components of a showcase  ................................................................................ 8 
4.1 General  ............................................................................................................................................ 8 
4.2 Components and materials of the showcase  .............................................................................. 8 
4.2.1 General  ............................................................................................................................................ 8 
4.2.2 Display space  ................................................................................................................................. 9 
4.2.3 Technical compartments  ............................................................................................................... 9 
4.2.4 Installation and fixing of the showcase  ....................................................................................... 9 
4.2.5 Lining of the display space and object supports  ..................................................................... 10 
4.2.6 Construction materials  ................................................................................................................ 10 
4.3 Expected lifetime and maintenance cycle  ................................................................................. 10 
 
5 Showcase specifications for risk management  ........................................................................ 11 
5.1 General  .......................................................................................................................................... 11 
5.2 Theft  ............................................................................................................................................... 11 
5.2.1 General  .......................................................................................................................................... 11 
5.2.2 Intervention time  .......................................................................................................................... 12 
5.2.3 The object value  ........................................................................................................................... 12 
5.2.4 Showcase security class recommendation  ............................................................................... 12 
5.3 Fire  ................................................................................................................................................. 13 
5.4 Pests  .............................................................................................................................................. 14 
5.5 Pollution  ........................................................................................................................................ 15 
5.6 Light  ............................................................................................................................................... 15 
5.7 Improper climate  .......................................................................................................................... 16 
5.8 Oxidation  ....................................................................................................................................... 16 
5.9 Vibrations  ...................................................................................................................................... 16 
5.10 Disasters  ....................................................................................................................................... 17 
5.11 Seismic events  ............................................................................................................................. 17 
5.11.1 General  .......................................................................................................................................... 17 
5.11.2 Mitigate damage to objects  ......................................................................................................... 17 
5.11.3 Mitigate damage to immediate surrounding  ............................................................................. 18 
 
6 Showcase practical design  ......................................................................................................... 18 
6.1 General  .......................................................................................................................................... 18 
6.2 Basic criteria for the design of a showcase  .............................................................................. 18 
6.3 Access to the display space and technical compartments for staff  ....................................... 20 
6.4 Visual accessibility to the display space for visitors  ............................................................... 20 
6.5 Showcase design for preventive conservation  ......................................................................... 21 
6.6 Object lighting  .............................................................................................................................. 21 
6.6.1 General  .......................................................................................................................................... 21 
6.6.2 Showcase lighting from outside  ................................................................................................. 21 
6.6.3 Integrated showcase lighting  ...................................................................................................... 21 



 
 - 2 - 

6.6.4 Reflected light  .............................................................................................................................. 22 
6.7 Noise  ............................................................................................................................................. 22 
 
7 Project planning  ........................................................................................................................... 22 
 
Annex A (informative) Risk sources  ........................................................................................................... 23 
 
Annex B (informative) Showcase and exhibition design influence on air exchange rate  .................... 27 
 
Annex C (informative) Glass characteristics  ............................................................................................. 29 
 
Annex D (informative) Example of content of an operating file under the responsibility of the 

manufacturer  ................................................................................................................................ 30 
 
Annex E (informative) Example of content of a maintenance file under the responsibility of the 

manufacturer  ................................................................................................................................ 32 
 
Annex F (informative) Example of project planning  ................................................................................. 33 
 
Bibliography  .................................................................................................................................................. 45 
 


		2026-07-09T20:52:59+0000
	DIN Deutsches Institut fuer Normung e. V.
	Dokument ist zertifiziert




